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pages UV2 
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» filed mdtti fixe demud 



^filsdi^fiiflis letter of 



i»e^ 



1-14 



icHfgfiiallyfiled 
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» filed tyifii dig dfnreni d 



^^filedwifiidieleltercif 



^_ y as origmany filed 
» filed iwid> die denoBiid 



filed iwiOi file letter of , 



I \ rtift ftgqitimoft Karing part nf Ihit «lH«t7^pCWP" 

noflsea 



, as origiiiaUy filed 

^ , filed wifli die densnd 



, filed witti die letter of 



2. Withie^iidtodiel^gpage,anihee]«ni8Qtsin^^ 

die Jniemsdonal sppUtxtion \m filed, unless othKwtse Indicated tmdBr ftdi item. 

These dements were avafls^le or fiimifihed to dibAidhof^ wfaidite: 

Bdw laogn^e of o trenslelJon fiuntehed fbr the puiposes of intemfltiima] searah (undBr Rule 234(b))^ 
ttie lenguBge of pubHcafioa of die {nteroatfonal qppllcstfon (nider Role 483(b)). 
I I flic language of die txandatiaa flsidshed for die pmposes of istemational pielfinlimiy egmdaetioa (OBder Rule 55-2 end/ 
or 553). 

3. Widi r^nd to vsy nucleotide aUd/or amino add seqiieoce disclosed hi die intmiadoiial en^loadon, die tntemadonal 
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^ finiddied siibeeqoeiidy to tfus Audwrity in eonajatt te r readable ihim 
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, iuiHi«5itioniil applicadon as filed has ibeen finnished 

^} 1310 statsmeot fiiot die tnfmmation reootded in confer readable fbtm is identical to die written sequence listing has 
beeafimdsfaed. 
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V. Rrasoued fftoteancnt undiT^ATtieU 35(2) witfi Tegord to AtfyftUy, lnvcaitlve stc^ or Sndxutiial appUcahflily; 
citations and ea^anatfottf SQpportiag sndl sfatnuvnt 



Noi«lty(N) aaiiiis 1-14 ™S 

YBS 



Invent fltepOS) ^ Claims 



CktOB 1-14 NO 

CUuim NO 



^3it8>ticioB fluid flfl^pilifMflftfCTBff 



1 . PRIOR JiRT AND NOVELTY 

The claimed subject matter of independent claim 1 is novel 
under PCT Article 33 (2) • Document EP-A-0 842 894 (Dl), 
which represents the closest prior art/ describes a method 
of oxidizing a gaseous hydrocarbon with oxygen. All the 
features of the claimed subject matter except the boiling 
state are described in Dl (cf . figure on page 4 with at 
least two oxygen flows as well as the description in 
column 1/ line 55 to column 2^ line 20 of the cylindrical 
reactor and claims 1 to 7) . The claimed subject matter 
therefore differs from the subject of claim 1 only in that 
the reaction mixture is in the boiling s tate (gas and 
licnaid phase present simaltaneouely) rather than in the 
gas -phase state , 

2. INVENTIVE STEP 

The application as originally filed does not contain a 
comparative example reflecting the closest prior art (Dl) . 
It is therefore uncertain whether a technical problem is 
actually solved as a result of the distinguishing feature 
(boiling state instead of gaseous state) - 
The IPEA cannot see that what is described on page 2^ 
lines 31-35 of the application as the problem to be solved 
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is relevant to Dl: both reacting siabatances (hydrocarbon 
and oxidant) are In tbe gaseous state in the laethod in Dl. 
The reaction mixture therefore does not have the 
disadvantages that are cited in the application (page 2, 
lines 31-45) as disadvantages of the prior art. 
Without proof of solving a tedhnioal problem throucyh the 
distinguiabinq tedhnioal feature, an inventive step in the 
Olainied s'oblect matter cannot be recoqniggd . 
Distinguishing technical features that do not contribute 
to solving a technioal problem oaimot be considered 
inventive,, as they a^re to be seen as obvious tihanges to 
the prior art. Arguments concerning the ""non-obviousness" 
of the claimed subject matter therefore do noj help in 
assessing inventive step. 
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